Greater Niagara Newspapers
(Niagara Gazette, Tonawanda News, Lockport Union Sun & Journal)

June 21, 2008

Forum addresses future of health care

WHEATFIELD: Regional
mitiative stops at
senior center.

BY DAVID J. HILL
Pl rreaws pa per oy

WHEATFIELD — A
regional inltiative simed ar
gathering input on the future
of health care stopped at the
Wheatfield: Senior  Center
Friday to'see what matters
most (o the town's
poplarion, Emﬂ

Many of the ap inarel
B genisrs who agtrﬁm I:hg
forum said they want health
care [ vegrs from now to:

B Huwve lower preseription
and co-pay costs

B Conduct all health cire
procedures in one location
o1 the same day, rather than
heving to go to multiple sites

B T have healch care deci-
sions made by doctors, not
health ‘insurance provider
executives

W [Hive closer proxdimine o
apéciznlized care

Friday's forum — called |
Friday, 4 Futures — was one
of more than 30 that have
been held in areas ruml o
urban and across all demo-
graphics throughout  the
eight counties of Western
Mew York,

“The goal of the project is
to get vouir feedback on the
healtly cire system, and we
want to bring that inform-
tion o poli makers,"
Nicole Wﬂhﬂcﬂlqdnet:mrﬁf

outreach and media for the

Community Health Center of
Buffalo, tald the ahﬂlmm
She said the project has
received differcnt feedback
in each town and cr
which it has stopped.
urhin areas, mthfmﬂm
is affordable health care,
while in rural arcas such a5
Wheatfield, remdmwwm
batter proximity to services,
Participants in the 1 Friday.
4 Furures forums complete

Inﬂeii

surveys after the session
which will be used by the
University ai Buffalo Region-

Al Institute to compile g

report inthe fall.
Congrass: nesds to  do
something. about the bealth
care issue Waheed said
"hmny medp'qln listen to what
these people  are  sa
Their mhaup are-inm 5

o0, It shouldn't be abeut the

battom line”

Many at the Senlor Center
agrecd! ‘Donna Cederman
safd ‘she's eoncerned about
quality of care. “Wihy would T

want (to sec} a physician's

assistant when they charge
muth' the same as the
‘physician, and T'm sure the
e

gite they wisit, por-
ricipants are given a 1 Priday,

4 Futures boak, which con-

taing “four stories that ane
foad  aloud! Each  story
Oecurs on the same date —
June 22, 2018 — but with far
different seenariog, the goal

baing that participonts talk
about what they like and dis-
Hike sbout ezch one.

The situations range from
the bleakness caused by sev-
erul econaomic recessions to 3
time when Congress. passes
sweeping health care reform,
paving the way for universal
access, Forcxample, the Qs
story focused on a man
named Barey Glover, who
wras laid off from his job as a
result of the recession and is
about to have his feg ampa-
tated because he couldrt
ilford insulin for his dis-
betes

It represents a fiture in
which hospitals are short-
graffied and health care famm
the rich,

“Is that somathing you can
see health care Tooking like
in the future?® Waheed asked
after meﬁtuqr. “It alreadyis®
many of the seniors said,
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